Colonization, Chattel Slavery, and Migration

Activity:
Use the document sources provided to you in either a digital or physical station format. Analyze the documents to answer accompanying question. Remember that the language used in a document may reflect the historical context of the time in which it was written. Pay attention the details. Be specific in your responses.

Historical Context: 
As Europeans colonized the Carolinas, they introduced new crops that they thought would grow well in the swampy areas of the east coast. Many cash crops grown in the colonies had unintended consequences for the colonists and the enslaved people.

Historical Myth:
Many people believe that the mountains of western North Carolina (WNC) have always been homogenous. A myth of the region claims the racial demographics to be entirely white. Writers and documents from the late 19th century romanticized the region. The resulting myth claimed there was little to no enslavement in the area and what little there was, was "benevolent." The resulting idea was a tale that portrayed WNC as uninvested in the Civil War, and uninvolved in in racial injustices later. This has helped maintain the myth that the mountains folk were “more backwards," but less tainted by the problems of modern society.

Task:
Answer the questions that correspond with each document. Use the information from the documents and your knowledge of world history to draft your answers. Your answers to the questions will help you answer the conclusion questions at the end of the lesson.

Document 1
1. What made farming so dangerous in Charleston, South Carolina?

2. Rice became a cash crop for Charleston and brought in unprecedented wealth for white plantation owners and enslavers. What were some of the demographic, cultural, or infrastructural changes caused by rice farming?

3. What reason does the writer give for farmers' reliance on trafficked and enslaved labor?

Document 2
1. What made the work of rice cultivation so dangerous in Charleston?

2. What is a cultural impact of the task system for enslaved Africans and the reluctance of free people to live in rice growing areas? 


Thoughts and Insights Question:
Wikipedia is a common place for many people to find a quick and short answer to their questions. The language used in one Wikipedia entry could impacts thousands of people. What words or phrases from Document 2 might create inaccuracies in or challenges for a person's education on chattel slavery? Why do you think so? How do you think the language should change? Use the space below to write your answer and reasons.


Document 3 
1. What made South Carolina and the Lowlands one of the unhealthiest spots in North America?

2. What did the missionaries do to try to help?

Document 4
1. What are 3 things about the mountains that encouraged families to relocate and bring enslaved workers with them during the “sickly season”?

2. How might this migration be economically beneficial to the mountain region of North Carolina?

Document 5
1. Apart from disease, what are some other reasons people from the Lowcountry migrated to the mountains during the US Civil War?

2. What are the benefits and dangers of moving to the mountains during the Civil War?

Document 6
1. What routes were originally available to travelers coming from the Lowcountry?

2. How and why did that change over time?

Document 7
1. How does this image and context contradict the historical myth of the mountain region?

Document 8 
1. How does this document contradict the historical myth of the mountain region?

2. What impact does the passage suggest the Lowcountry migration had on the local religious practices?

Document 9 
1. How does this document contradict the historical myth of the mountain region?

2. What information in this document reference the historical myth of the region?

3. How did race interact with spiritual obligations and economic opportunity in flat rock? How is that different from other places in the US or World in the 1700-1800s?

4. How did Lowcountry migration impact local religious practices according to this document?

Document 10
1. Why do you think the myth of the Appalachian Mountains as a place largely removed from race and racism was created in the 19th century?

2. Have you ever encountered this historical myth in an educational setting? If so, where?

Conclusion
1. What were the major push and pull factors that brought emigrants from the Charleston area to the Flat Rock area?

2. What is the biggest impact (social, economic, or religious) of African immigration to the mountains of North Carolina?




